
 

Geography at Secondary Level 

 

My one-week course took place in Cheltenham, which is a small town in the South 
part of England.  

My group consisted of only three people, I spent my week with a teacher of History 
and Geography and a teacher of History. On occasions, our programme combined 

 

I had the opportunity to get insight to Content and Language Integrated Learning 
(C.L.I.L.) through a day long workshop where we also learnt about interactive tools 
that can be used either in the classroom or as homework. Our lecturer recommended 
further reading and tools to use C.L.I.L. in our work effectively. 

During our one-day visit to a British secondary school we could talk to British 
teachers of Geography and History. I learnt about the structure of the academic year 
in Britain. I had the chance to observe the work on Geography lessons in the different 
years, to talk to students and to look into the textbooks used.  

We had a lecture with a British teacher about the British (mainly the English) school 
system, the National Curriculum, the Key Stages, the exams and the way of 
assessment. It was also a great chance to compare and contrast the similarities and 
differences and to find the strengths and weakne
system. 

Our workshop with a British teacher proved just as useful. We got a lot of interesting 
practical ideas that can be used in the lessons and improve the way of teaching 
Geography. We discussed the teaching of Humanities in the different countries. 

My course included a lot of trips in the area. We visited the Big Pit National Mining 
Museum of Wales, which was a working mine until the 1980s, and the St. Fagans 
Welsh National History Museum, where we learnt about the traditional Welsh 
lifestyle. We had an educational day trip to Bath where a guided tour provided us with 
plenty of information about the town. Here I could visit the Jane Austen Centre which 

 also had the chance to 
explore the nearby towns of Oxford, Gloucester, Tewkesbury and the Cotswold 
villages. These trips improved my knowledge not just about the geography but also 
the culture of England.  

My accommodation was with a host family, a kind British couple, which added a lot to 
my trip. Talking to them improved my English and I learnt a lot about British lifestyle 
while staying with them. 

I spent a wonderful week in the United Kingdom during which not only my teaching 
skills widened but I could also practice my English in a native environment and gain a 
lot of cultural knowledge. I am really grateful this opportunity! 


