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Practical Methodology and Tools for CLIL 1 week 

Malta, St. Julian’s 11-17 Jan 2020 

 

I took part in a one-week methodological training course in the city of St. Julian’s, Malta. I was 

the only Hungarian in the group. The goal of the course was to get the teachers acquainted with 

the major ideas and practical application opportunities of CLIL, to show ways of breaking away 

from traditional pedagogical principles and methods, to focus on the expectations of the 21st 

century and finally, how to be successful and efficient CLIL teachers. 

The organizer of the course was the ETI (Executive Training Institute). In the beginning we 

were 8 of us, from whom four stayed for the second week of the course too and continued to 

learn about the field of information technology. 

                             

During the week we looked at the main principles of CLIL. We learnt what this word really 

means, what „5Cs” is (Cognition, Community, Communication, Content, Competences), that 

is, what those five major areas are that need being taken into account when preparing a lesson 

plan. Later we examined these areas one by one, we discussed the methodology of CLIL, its 

goals and the knowhow of its application in practice. 

One of the greatest strengths of the course was that we were expected to actively take part in it. 

We had to focus all the time, because we put into practice all the theoretical ideas right away. 

We hardly worked alone, in most cases we were told to do pair work and sometimes we were 

asked to do group work. On the first day we had to choose a partner after introductions and first 
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impressions, with whom we were supposed to create and present a joint lesson plan on the last 

day based on the learnt knowledge  

My partner was Polish with a specialty in robotics. We made a plan for a double lesson, the first 

part having been a workshop for 7-8 year-olds who had to build a robot from paper and plastic 

in group work, and in the second part we planned a Lego robot programming - sticking to the 

topic of robotics -and ended the whole lesson with a competition. We put a lot of work into the 

project. We mastered the theory unawares while we were doing the brainstorming and the 

thinking together and making the preparations for the presentation. Meanwhile we only used 

English, getting to know more and more about each other’s country, culture, education system, 

school rules and methodology. 

                                          

Naturally the whole week wasn’t only about studying. I had the opportunity to have a look 

around in Malta, too. I went on trips organized by ETI and on my own too, taking advantage of 

the opportunities. Thus I visited the old capital (Mdina) and the present one (Valletta) too. I 

was enchanted by the Blue Lagoon on the island of Comino with only a population of 3 people. 

I took a ride on a Hop-on, Hop-off bus on the island of Gozo and also went on shorter trips in 

the nearby settlements to get a closer look at the local culture. 
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I think I spent a very intensive and useful week in Malta. I picked up a lot of new knowledge 

and experienced wonderful things. My goal is to utilize everything I have learnt in my everyday 

life, thus making my lessons more colourful and interesting. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity. 

 

 

  

 

 

 


