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Training in Spain (Alcalá de Henares, Madrid) 

 

Let’s Make our School More International        

                          

Due to  a successful Erasmus +, Key Action 1 project, I had a chance to take part in a training called 

’Let’s Make our School More International’. The training was held in the historical town of Alcalá de 

Henares.This Spanish town can actually be considered as the suburb of Madrid, however, its past 

goes back thousand years earlier than the capital’s itself. 

The aim of the training was to get acquainted with the application forms and online platforms for 

promoting human relationships. With successful applications, with the assistance of  EU sources and 

with the cooperation of European educational institutions we can provide opportunities for our 

students to develop  in European cooperation and also in gathering new knowledge, thus helping 

them get ready to do well later in the adult world.  They can find their places more easily in the 

future modern society, inside our borders and beyondDue to  a successful 
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The course took place from 20 July to 26 July. The first day was spent with travelling and discovering 

the town. On  the second day I was getting to know the other participants. Next day we went for a 

sightseeing tour where we could see amazing places and learnt about the exciting Spanish history 

and culture. 

    

 After a weekend rich in experiences we 

started the course with the introductions 

of our institutions. Then we continued 

with our main topic, the European 

funding opportunities and learning about 

websites supporting the building of 

international relationships. Analyzing Key 

Action1 and Key Action  2 applications 
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was very useful for me, it provided a lot of new information. We also dealt with the features, the 

criteria, the possible mistakes of a successful application. We discussed the stages of the applying 

procedure thoroughly, the issues of its period from the idea through the realization to  the final 

reports , formal requirements. We were talking about the importance of choosing the appropriate 

aim, planning the budget, which is also a challenge for the applicants. On  the basis of the newly 

acquired knowledge we were planning, making projects in groupwork ,which were presented on  the 

last day. In some cases these plans were real as getting to know the demands of the others’ school  

we were able to plan the common work in the future and we built relationships at the same time. 
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In our group there were one or two participants  from 8 countries with a total of 14 people: Portugal, 

Greece, Cyprus, Slovakia, Romania, Germany, Belgium and Hungary. Our instructor was well 

qualified, friendly and very kind. Without being aware of going through a learning process we 

mastered the know-how of writing applications  in an interactive way, by talking, by exchanging a lot 

experiences and by giving mini lectures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In my free time I had the opportunity to see the rich cultural and historic heritage of Alcalá de 

Henares as well as to travel to Madrid several times, where I could visit the world famous treasures 

of the Prado museum. I visited the Royal Palace and I could enjoy the atmosphere of the Spanish 

capital on the squares of Puerta del Sol and Plaza Mayor. 

 

These nine days will remain a lifelong and unforgettable experience for me. Besides the useful newly 

acquired knowledge I could see the world, I could get to know the Spanish culture, I made new 

friends and I developed a lot in several ways. Many thanks for the opportunity. I am very grateful for 

participating in this programme. 

 

Gábor Marianna 

   

 


